Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


i 


K 


r<  tTEO^STAT E  S 
^^DEPARTMENT 


OF  AGRICULTURE 


I N  FORMAT  lO 


PROGRAM  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  RELEAS^:...fJOV,.18/27, 
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Tho  Magic  Hon. 


^iiOlJIips^^:    This  is  the  day  for  Undo  Ab>^,  of  the^  Wnrtment  of  Agriculture.  . 
to  visit  his  littlti  nephews.    He  is  reading  to  Sonny  over  there  now.    Jim  doesn't 
seem  to J3e  very  interested  —  he's  not  paying  much  attention  to  the  reading,    rr  .i 
—  his  Uncle  has  shut  the  book  and  is  speaking  to  him.  now   


*^t■t^1^:)f.M^|t^l^^|^1^^^. 


UNCLg  ABil;     Hor;  did  you  like  that  one.  Jim?    Sonny  thought  it  Tvas  great,  didn't 

ilM:    Ah.  "Jack  and  the  Beanstalk"  is  all  right  for  Sonny.     It's  a  kid  story  — - 
iher.e  never  ras  any  hen  that  laid    golden  eggs' 

Ui;CLE  .iBil;     Hot;  about  those  hens  out  there  in  your  father's  yard? 
JIM:     They  just  lay  ordinary  eggs   

rrrfff^l^J?"'  ^""^  ^^''^^  ""^^  ^""^  valuable.    And  those  hens  lay  a  lot  of  them, 
^y'ir^s  tim  ^^^^^^-^         -gg-  are  produced  in  the  United  States  in 

of         I  t     T!         ^"""^  thousand  or  more  eggs  in  their  life  time.  Jack 

12  ty.lTr^     t     ^^^^^^^  l^id    the  golden  eggs  doesn't  seen  much  more  v.-onderful 

fo^  Of  I^dfa!  '  ^^^^         ^'''^^  J^gl-^ 

JIM:     TThat's  the  Little  Red  Jungle  Fowl? 

S^^^r^inal^h^'^y'^/'r''  ^""'^  ^'^^"^^  domesticated  chickens  probably  came 

small  3ro.i  Leghorns  ^^^^  ^^^^  -^^^^ 

S''c^ilwt*'i^"^^°"?  and  Plymouth  Rocks  and  B'^-f  Cochins  and  all  th.  oth.r 
-onds  of  chickens  all  come  from  the  Little  Red  Jungle  Fori. 

iS^'  J^;h'''diff'''^'''^''^^''  ^'""^  P^^^^^l^^  '"^^  ^^isi^al  parents  of 

^Sobablv'de^^Lf  d  ^^^^^^  and  shapes  of  modern  chick.ns  -^ere 

s  Jh    Littl  r  ^  ^^''f      selection  and  matings  to  bring  out  special  traits. 

aS  ine  iiittio  Red  Jungle  Fot-I  vji"?  t>  .^^  ^.•r.ri  vi  ^  i  .  ^.^  j.^.  . 

hav.  been  brought  about  in  this  way!  '  "^'^  n^arv^lous  changes 

I     JIM:     Horr  did  chickens  get  over  here  from  India,  anyr^ay? 

mQLl_^M:     I^nat's  a  long  story.     It  goes  back  hundreds,  ev.n  thousands  of  years. 
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■TIM;     Tell  me  about  it. 

UITCLS  ABfl;     77oll,  to  understsmd  what  happened,  you  should  rotnvimber  that  t'.70  main 
families  of  chickens  ^ere  developed  from  the  Little  Red  Jungle  Fowl.  Traders 
carried  chickens  to  thu  westward  and  to  the  eastward,  until  they  wore  gradually 
spread  over  most  of  Surope  and  Asia.     The  people  in  Asia  "became  most  interested 
in  chickens  for  moat,  so  they  developed  big-bodied  chickens  which  were  best  sxiited 
to  produce  meat.    The  people  to  the  west,  especially  around  the  Mediterranean  Sea, 
wanted  chickens  principally  for  their  eggs;  so  they  developed  egg-layine  breeds 

which  were  just  about  half  the  size  of  the  Asiatic  chickens  but  the  t"hing  which 

helped  get  people  of  different  countries  interested  in  chickens  were  the  chicken 
fights. 

JIM;    Tell  me  about  the  chicken  fights? 

UNCLa  ABE;     'Tell,  chicken-fights  were  probably  one  of  the  chief  reasons  for 
domesticatine  the  Little  Red  Jungle  Fowl  in  the  first  place.    People  in  India  got 
to  training  the  cocks  or  roosters  especially  to  fight.    They  thought  it  was  great 
sport  to  watch  the  fighting.    About  2500  years  ago,  however,  Persia  made  war  on 
India  and  conquered  it.     In  India,  the  Persians  learned  about  cock-f igliting.  They 
took  game  chickens  back  to  Persia  with  them.    Two  hundred  years  later,  Persia  w-s 
conquered  by  Greek  armies  and  the  Greek  soldiers  carried  g-iiTie  chickens  back  to 
Greece.    From  India,  to  Persia,  to  Greece,  to  Rome  the  sport  of  cock-fighting 
gradually  spread  westward.     It  spread  into  central  Europe  and  England.    Later,  when 
A*nerica  began  to  be  settled,  cock-fighting  became  an  important  sport  over  here. 

JIM;    Didn't  they  raise  chickens  for  anything  except  for  fighting? 

JNCLE_ABE:     Oh,  yes.     Farmers  early  began  keeping  chickens  for  meat  and  eggs,  and 
feathers.     In  Japan,  for  instance,  the  high  officials  of  the  government  used  to 
r/ear  long  feathers  as  decorations,  so  the  Japanese  developed  the  Yokohomas,  the 
roosters  of  which  have  tails  12  to  15  feet  long.    In  Italy,  the  great  egg-laying 
Leghorns  were  developed.    Vihat  cock-fighting  did  was  to  advertise  chicken  raising, 
and  teach  folks  to  select  chickens  carefully  so  as  to  develop  them  for  the  use 
to  which  they  were  to  be  put.    But  more  and  more,  people  carae  to  think  chicken- 
fights  were  not  only  cruel  to  the  chickens  but  bad  for  the  people  that  watched 
them.     Finally,  laws  were  passed  to  stop  them,  and  people  who  had  been  interested 
in  game  and  fancy  chickens  started  holding  shows.     That  was  about  seventy-five  or 
eighty  years  ago.    Then  something  happened  which  really  narks  the  beginning  of  the 
;.iodern  poultry  business. 

JIM;     '^at  was  that.  Uncle  Abe? 

UITCLE  ABE;    You  remember  I  told  you  that  in  Asia  chickens  were  chiefly  developed 
for  meat.     In  China,  especially,  chickens  twice  the  size  of  the  European  egg-layers 
had  been  dev«lor»ed.     But  eighty  years  ago,  China  v;as  on  almost  ^jmkno'.rn  country  to 
the  rest  of  the  world.    Few  people  in  E\irope  or  America  had  ever  seen  any  of  China's 
giant  chickens.     Then  China  was  opened  up  to  trade  "'ith  the  reSt  of  the  world. 
Giant  Cochins  and  Brahiaas  were  brought  to  this  country  and  to  England.  'These 
gigantic  chickens  created  a  sensation,  when  they  were  shown  at  the  poultry  shows. 
,     Suddenly  the  Western  world  learned  of  these  chickens  twice  the  size  of  many  of 
J     those  they  knew.     The  giant  Cochins  did  for  po'ultry  raising  what  Lindbergh  did  for 
I     aviation.     Tiiey  suddenly  set  people  talking  and  thinking  chickens.     Thousands  of 
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"i^olks  c-u^Uit  tho  "h(jn  fuvor"  as  tho  now  chicken  crazo  was  ciillud. 

A  littl.j  boforo  this,  Luj^orns,  tho  great  ugg  layers  fror.i  ItrJy  hrid  been 
broTL^ht  to  this  coimtry.    Avieric-^n  chicken  raisv,rs  strrtod  thoir  groat  contribu- 
tions to  the  "ivorld's  poultry  business.    They  not  only  improved  the  Leghorns,  so 
that  they  laid  more  eggs  than  they  did  in  Italy,  but  they  set  about  producing  ne'.v 
breads  of  chickens  rhich  rould  co-.bine  egg-laying  V7ith  good  size  for  meat.     As  a 
result,  T7e  have  such  general-purpose  chickens  as  thu  Ply:nouth  l^ocks,  il^andottes, 
Hliode  Isl.and  Reds,  and  Jersey  Black  Giants. 

So  you  see,  Jin,  re  have  giants  and  valuable  egg  layers  just  as  vfonderfiil 
as  those  Jacic  found  at  the  top  of  the  beanstalk. 
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